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NEW YEAR GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT OF GCHERA
As 2015 begins I would like to take this opportunity to update you on GCHERA (Global 
Confederation of Higher Education Associations for Agricultural and Life Sciences) 
activities over the past year and to seek your feedback on how GCHERA can best deliver 
on its mandate to encourage mutual understanding and global co-operation among 
higher education associations and their constituent member institutions in supporting 
innovation, and to provide leadership in education, research and outreach in 
agricultural and life sciences.

Over the past year GCHERA has continued the transition to the new governance 
structure where membership is made up of national or regional associations rather than the previous 
structure of individual university membership. Our goals over the past year have been three fold: To build 
international recognition of  GCHERA as the body representing agricultural and life sciences higher 
education institutions at the global level; to partner with member associations in hosting global and 
regional fora; and to strengthen the relationship between GCHERA and its member associations.

Below you will find an overview of key initiatives over the past year. These include meetings in Rome and 
Paris with FAO, UNESCO, GFAR and TAP. GCHERA is now formally recognized as representing higher 
education on GFAR and TAP. This recognition provides an additional forum for our voices to be heard at 
the global level.

The GCHERA 2014 World Agriculture Prize, in collaboration with Nanjing Agricultural University, was 
awarded to Professor Paul Vlek at the World Dialogue Conference held in Nanjing on September 20th. I 
encourage you to nominate deserving individuals from your member universities for the 2015 GCHERA 
World Agriculture Prize – details of the nomination process can be found at GCHERA.COM from 31 January 
2015.

GCHERA also co-hosted a conference with AMEAS http://www.ameas.org/ in Chihuahua, Mexico, 
November, 18-20th 2014 with the theme of Food Security and Climate Change. Congratulations to 
Chihuahua University and AMEAS on putting on an excellent program. 

I also had the opportunity to represent GCHERA at the Indian Agricultural Universities Association (IAUA) 
Indian Agricultural Universities Association Vice Chancellors Convention held in Delhi, November 8-9, 2014. 
The Theme of the conference was “Making World Class Agricultural Universities in India”. 

My goal in 2015 is to continue to connect with GCHERA members, to seek your feedback on GCHERA 
programs and activities and, in particular, to get your thoughts on how best to enhance the GCHERA value 
proposition. The success of GCHERA depends on our ability to engage and work with GCHERA national and 
regional associations, and their member universities, on issues that matter to our stakeholders. We 
encourage your feedback and suggestions on how to serve you better. 

I hope you will be able to join us later this year for the 8th GCHERA World Conference “Universities’ Global 
Challenge: nutritional security and environmental sustainability for human health” which will be held at 
the Holy Spirit University of Kaslik, Lebanon, June 25-26th. Follow this link for information on the 
conference themes and the call for abstracts

Happy New Year and all the best in 2015. 

John J Kennelly, President GCHERA. Professor, Faculty of Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton. Canada. T6G 2P5
Email president@gchera.com Phone 1-780-492-2133

http://www.ameas.org/
http://www.iauaindia.org/introduction.htm
http://webapp.usek.edu.lb/forms/WS/gchera/index.html
mailto:president@gchera.com
http://www.ameas.org/


2

REPORT OF GCHERA ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS IN 2014

1 MEMBERSHIP OF GCHERA BOARD

GCHERA Board Membership consists of one representative from each GCHERA member association (see 
GCHERA.com for current list of list of member associations) plus the GCHERA President, Vice Presidents, 
Secretary General and Treasurer. Honorary President Dmytro Melnychuk also serves as a member of the 
GCHERA Board. The current members of the GCHERA Board are

 GCHERA President, John Kennelly
 GCHERA Vice President, Ian Maw 
 GCHERA Vice President (World Agriculture Prize), Guanghong Zhou
 GCHERA Vice President (GCHERA 2015 Conference), Lara Hanna Wakim
 Treasurer, Philippe Choquet 
 Secretary General, Simon Heath - ex-officio
 Honorary President Dmytro Melnychuk
 AACU (Asian Association of Agricultural Colleges and Universities) - Hak Lae Lee 
 ABEAS (Brazilian Association for Higher Agricultural Education), Fernando Cezar Juilatti
 ACDA (Australian Council of Deans of Agriculture), Holger Meinke 
 ACFAVM (Association of Canadian Faculties of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine) - Jean-Claude 

Dufour (Mary Buhr, alternate)
 ANAFE (African Network for Agriculture, Agroforestory and Natural Resources Education) – John 

Saka
 AMEAS (Asociaci�n Mexicana de Educaci�n Agr�cola Superior) , Louis Raul Escarcega
 APLU (Association of Public and Land Grant Universities) - David Acker
 CASCADE (Central Asia and South Caucasus Consortium of Agricultural Universities for 

Development) - Mukhamad Khamidov  (Alim Pulatov, alternate)
 CIS (Rectors' Council of the Leading Agrarian Higher Education Institutions of Commonwealth of 

Independent States)
 EPC of CAASS (Education Professional Committee (EPC), of the Chinese Association of Agricultural 

Science Societies (CAASS)) - Guanghong Zhou (Zhimin Liu, alternate)
 IAUA (Indian Agricultural Universities Association) – AK Srivastava
 ICA (Association for European Life Science Universities) - Guido van Huylenbroeck (Didier Pillot, 

alternate)
 RUFORUM (Regional Universities Forum for Capacity Building in Agriculture) – Paul Nampala
 SAALSDA (South African Agriculture and Life Sciences Deans Association) – Albert Modi (Aldo 

Stroebel, alternate).
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2 MEMBERSHIP OF GCHERA STEERING COMMITTEE

 John Kennelly, GCHERA President
 Ian Maw, GCHERA First Vice President
 Guanghong Zhou, Vice President (World Agriculture Prize)
 Lara Hanna Wakim, Vice President (GCHERA 2015 Conference)
 Philippe Choquet, Treasurer (co-opted)
 Jose Zaglul, Earth University (co-opted)
 Paul Nampala, RUFORUM
 Simon Heath, Secretary General, ex-officio

3 GCHERA MEETINGS WITH FAO, GFAR, TAP, AND UNESCO, ROME 

AND PARIS, FEBRUARY 2015.
Members of the GCHERA Steering Committee (Philippe Choquet, Lara Hanna Wakim, John Kennelly, Ian 
Maw and Simon Heath) held a series of meetings in Rome to discuss the role of GCHERA in representing 
higher education institutions in global fora with particular 
emphasis on the Global Forum for Agricultural Research 
(GFAR - http://www.egfar.org/about-us/forums-stakeholders) and 
Tropical Agriculture Platform (TAP-
http://www.tropagplatform.org/partners). GCHERA is now formally 
recognized as a member of the GCHERA Steering Committee 
as well as the TAP Global Task Force. This recognition 
provides an opportunity for GCHERA to represent the 
interests of agricultural and life sciences universities in these 
global fora.  We also met with representatives of FAO and 
UNESCO to discuss areas of mutual interest. 

4 GCHERA STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING, ROME FEBRUARY 24, 2014
A meeting of the GCHERA Steering Committee took place in Rome on February 25-26, 2014. The Agenda of 
the Steering Committee included discussion on the following: GCHERA and TAP initiatives; GCHERA 2015 
Conference in Lebanon; GCHERA Budget 2014; GCHERA Member Administration and Communication: 

GCHERA Secretariat and Management; GCHERA World 
Agriculture Prize 2014.

A wide ranging discussion took place on the strategic priorities 
for GCHERA. It was agreed that key strategic areas includes 
securing ongoing funding to support GCHERA Secretariat, 
strengthening communications with members,  co-hosting 
events with member associations and working with global 
groups like GFAR and TAP to ensure that the interests of 
GCHERA members are represented at the global level. 
Securing ongoing funding for GCHERA was acknowledged as a 

top priority and submitting an application to GFAR to support GCHERA initiatives related to the delivery of 
the GFAR strategic plan was identified as the most immediate priority.    

http://www.egfar.org/about-us/forums-stakeholders
http://www.tropagplatform.org/partners
http://www.egfar.org/about
http://www.tropagplatform.org/part
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The program for WAP 2014 and World Dialogue was approved as well as the selection process for the WAP 
2014. 

Lara Hanna Wakim and Desiree Azzi presented an overview of the themes and program for the GCHERA 
2015 conference in Lebanon. It was agreed that the theme of the 8th GCHERA World Conference would be 
“Nutritional Security and Environmental Sustainability for Human Health”. Suggestions were offered on 
potential speakers as well as the overall logistics and conference coordination. The venue for the 
conference will be Holy Spirit University of Kaslik, Lebanon, June 24-26, 2015. 

5 GFAR STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING, MONTPELLIER, APRIL 7-8, 2014
GCHERA was represented at the GFAR meeting by John Kennelly and Simon Heath. A primary objective of 
the meeting was to review the GFAR Medium Term Plan and to secure the support of GFAR stakeholders 
for the plan. 

Key outcomes from the meeting included:

GFAR and CGIAR renewed their commitment 
to working in close partnership across 
programs and to ensuring a shared vision and 
implementation for a successful GCARD3 
process. 

The Committee agreed to practical, time-
bound steps for improving the transparency, 
accountability and efficiency of the 
governance of the Global Forum, and in turn, 
that of the regional fora and other 
stakeholder groups represented in GFAR 
Steering Committee

The Committee fully endorsed the establishment, through GFAR, of an Integrated Agricultural Innovation 
Investment Facility to promote and increase investment and capacities in national agricultural research and 
innovation systems. The Facility will integrate national demands and innovation platforms, IFAD and 
funding partners, and international supporting mechanisms

The Committee determined financial and technical support to catalyze partners’ actions and agreed to new 
working principles for implementing the GFAR Medium Term Plan (2014-2017).

Members reported on the actions they had taken to implement the GFAR Medium Term Plan and their 
plans for future work in their particular areas of responsibility

6 TAP GLOBAL TASK FORCE MEETING, MONTPELLIER, APRIL 8-9, 2014
A meeting of the TAP Global Task Force took place immediately following the GFAR meeting in Montpellier. 
Christian Hoste, TAP Chair welcomed delegates and outlined the role of the TAP Global Task Force. The role 
of the TAP Global Task Force was discussed in some detail and it was suggested that the Global Task Force 
“should be considered as a committee of the TAP Partner Assembly, consisting of key organizations to 
steer the development of the common Capacity Development framework” 

Significant discussion took place on the governance structure for TAP with particular emphasis on the 
apparent overlap between the roles of GFAR and TAP. The GFAR and TAP Secretariats committed to work 
together to help ensure a seamless partnership. 
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7 WORLD AGRICULTURE PRIZE AWARD AND WORLD DIALOGUE 

CONFERENCE, NANJING, SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2014.
The World Agriculture Prize (US$ 50,000 prize and specially commissioned trophy) was awarded for the 
first time in 2013 and the recipient was Professor Ronnie Coffman from Cornell University. 

John Kennelly, President of GCHERA, presented the 2014 GCHERA World Agriculture Prize to Professor Paul 
Vlek at a ceremony in Nanjing, China on September 20, 2014. The award ceremony was followed by the 
GCHERA World Dialogue on Education and Innovation in Agriculture and Life Sciences.   

Professor Paul Vlek is a world-renowned soil scientist 
and leader in interdisciplinary research for 
development, education and capacity building. The 
award is in recognition of his remarkable success in 
developing global collaborative partnerships and 
being an inspiration to generations of students and 
researchers in Germany and worldwide.

The award ceremony was hosted by Nanjing 
Agricultural University. Professor ZHOU Guanghong, 
the President of Nanjing Agricultural University (NAU), 
welcomed delegates to the GCHERA 2014 World 
Agricultural Prize Award Ceremony and congratulated Professor Vlek on being selected as the 2014 
Laureate. 

The 2015 WAP award ceremony will be held at Nanjing University on September 20, 2015 and thereafter 
the award ceremony will rotate to other countries. We know that there are many deserving individuals 
throughout the world who have made remarkable contributions to agricultural education, research and 
innovation, so we encourage you to submit nominations for the 2015 World Agriculture Prize. Details of 
the nomination process can be found at www.gchera.com from 31 January 2015.

8 INDIAN AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITIES ASSOCIATION (IAUA) VICE 

CHANCELLORS CONVENTION, DELHI NOVEMBER, 2014.
The theme of the IAUA Chancellors Convention was “Making World Class Agricultural Universities in India”. 
The conference provided an opportunity to discuss 
whether the current focus on World University rankings 
is congruent with the overall mission of Agricultural 
Universities. IAUA membership includes approximately 
60 agricultural universities  Indian Agricultural 
Universities Association a number of so called “Deemed 
to be Universities” that include the Indian Agricultural 
Research Institute (IARI) About IARI in Delhi and the 
National Dairy Research Institute (NDRI)
http://www.ndri.res.in/ndri/Design/Index.html in 
Karnal. The visit provided an opportunity to provide an 
update on GCHERA to Vice chancellors and Directors representing the IAUA member universities.  I was 
quite impressed at the level of engagement achieved by IAUA among its university members. Certainly, it 
sets a pretty high bar with IAUA being responsible for newsletters and other opportunities for member 
university engagement in addition to the Vice Chancellors Convention that I attended. 

http://www.gchera.com/
http://www.iauaindia.org/introduction.htm
http://www.iari.res.in/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=161&Itemid=1728
http://www.ndri.res.in/ndri/Design/Index.html
www.gchera.com
http://www.ndri.res.in/ndri/Design/Index.html
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I had the opportunity to tour the IARI http://www.iari.res.in research facilities in Delhi (on 1200 acres in 
the heart of Delhi) and the NDRI http://www.ndri.res.in/ndri/Design/Index.htmlresearch station in Karnal 
and I was really impressed by the quality of the research programs. The work of IARI is focused on crops 
with strong plant breeding and agronomy programs while the NDRI is focused on livestock (primarily dairy). 

Both the President of IAUA (Professor AK Srivastava, Director and Vice Chancellor, NDRI) and Dr PK Singh, 
Executive Secretary of IAUA were very supportive of building collaborative programs with GCHERA member 
universities. 

9 GCHERA PARTNERS WITH AMEAS ON INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AT 

CHIHUAHUA, MEXICO, NOVEMBER 18-20, 2014
The theme of the conference was 
Food Security and Climate 
Change: the response of 
Agricultural Higher Education 
Institutions to the Challenges.
AMEAS ((Asociaci�n Mexicana de 
Educaci�n Agr�cola Superior) and 
Chihuahua University took the lead 
in organizing the conference in 
collaboration with Canadian 
(ACFAVM), US (APLU) and 
European (ICA) GCHERA  member 
associations. The conference speakers covered a wide range of topics related to climate change and its 
impact on food and nutritional security. These included Global Warming in the Context of Agriculture, 
Monitoring and Prediction of Climate Change, Impacts of Climate change on Food Security and Adaptation 
and Mitigation Strategies, The role of agricultural education and research in responding to climate change 
was discussed in some detail as well as the economic and social impacts of climate change. 

http://www.iari.res.in/
http://www.ndri.res.in/ndri/Design/Index.html
http://www.iari.res.in
http://www.ndri.res.in/nd

