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GCHERA 2015 
 

“Universities’ Global Challenge: Nutritional Security and 
Environmental Sustainability for Human Health” 

 

Sub-theme 1: The role of Education and research: from food security to nutritional security 

 

Food security is a basic human right and must be achieved for all people. Awareness must be 

raised among decision makers to reduce hunger and number of undernourished people. An 

important concern about nutritional security must also be targeted since food security by itself 

does not guarantee absence of deficiencies and under nutrition. Agriculture, food accessibility 

and economy play a role in combating food and nutritional insecurity.  

The role of Universities in Agriculture and Life Sciences must focus on research to determine 

prevalence of food and nutritional insecurity among impoverished areas to implement proper 

interventions. Academic institutions must as well teach basic nutritional needs. This will develop 

the skills of assessment of food or nutritional insecurity across all age groups as well as developing 

proper programs targeting the latter issues.  

Several questions are to be answered: 

1. What competences do graduates need at the start of their careers to be able to assess 

nutritional status of people from all age groups?  

2. What competences do graduates need to implement proper and successful program 

interventions and evaluations in order to prevent or reverse food and nutritional 

insecurity? 

3. How are universities contributing to the design of nutritional assessment or 

intervention programs?  

4. What original concepts and approaches have universities implemented to provide 

graduates with the skills and scientific thinking to support development of proper 

interventions?  

5. How do universities promote a spirit of entrepreneurship and the sense of 

responsibility towards food and nutritional security? 

6. How do universities involve stakeholders and decision makers in the development of 

continuing professional development initiatives in order to support the updating of 

graduates on preventing nutritional insecurity?   
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Sub-theme 2: The role of nutrition in transforming health care from a disease to a health based 

system 

 

Preventive nutrition plays a major role in decreasing the risk of morbidity and mortality from 

chronic diseases.  Prevention must be targeting all age groups and proper nutrition should be 

implemented throughout the lifecycle. More research should be oriented towards understanding 

the associations and causalities among nutrients and major diseases to be able to develop 

adequate nutritional strategies. Efforts should be focused on implementing proper community 

nutrition programs that will emphasize on specific needs and recommendations across all age 

groups as well as specific groups of people such as infants, children, pregnant women and elderly.  

The role of Universities in Agriculture and Life Sciences must focus on research to determine 

associations between nutrition and chronic diseases. Academic institutions must as well teach 

nutrition through the lifecycle courses and update basic micro and macronutrients need for 

prevention of chronic diseases. 

Several questions are to be answered: 

1. What competences do graduates need at the start of their careers to be able to assess 

nutritional status of people from all age groups?  

2. What competences do graduates need to develop the ability to understand adequate 

nutritional needs across the lifecycle and specific groups?   

3. How are universities contributing to the design of community nutrition prevention 

programs?  

4. What original concepts and approaches have universities implemented to provide 

graduates with the skills and scientific thinking to support development of proper 

community programs?  

5. How do universities promote a spirit of entrepreneurship and the sense of 

responsibility towards the role of nutrition in the prevention of major chronic 

diseases? 

6. How do universities involve stakeholders and decision makers in the development of 

continuing professional initiatives in order to support the updating of graduates on 

preventing chronic diseases?   

7. How are universities involved in conducting research on nutrition-diseases 

interactions in the population and among subgroups?  

8. How are universities involved in updating the most important recommendations for 

micro and macronutrients to prevent chronic diseases?  
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Sub-theme 3: Sustainable Agriculture: Feeding 9 billion with a smaller environmental footprint 

 

Feeding 9 billion people by 2050 demands an increase of food production by fifty percent. 
Satisfying the food security needs of the future population while having a smaller environmental 
footprint are key goals of our societies. These goals appear to be mostly conflicting in practice 
because agriculture’s footprint (carbon, energy, water and chemicals use) has already caused the 
loss of whole ecosystems around the globe. Therefore, these goals are turning into challenges 
especially with climate change and scarcity that are likely to fundamentally alter the structure of 
food systems around the globe leading to more negative environmental impacts.  
 
To increase productivity and yield, advanced research and technologies are needed. Thus, 
universities/faculties of Agriculture and Life Sciences face the educational challenge of proposing 
and promoting environmentally smart food systems. 
 

Several questions are to be answered: 

1. What are the keys to improving productivity with no net increase in water and energy 
use, waste disposal and chemical inputs? How can we overcome the odds between 
agricultural production and environmental protection? 

2. What are the possible ways to develop environmental management throughout the life 
cycle of main food products? Can the “100-mile diet” movement in Europe be applied on 
a more global level?  

3. What mix of agricultural systems is needed to meet expected future demand for food? 
How can we design systems that can handle climate change, and pathogens and pest 
pressures? 

4. Can a shift in diets, decreasing the demand for livestock-based products, free up 
substantial amounts of food across the world?  

5. What policies can make our food system more sustainable? What kind of measures can a 
government promote and support to private-sector agricultural development, 
entrepreneurship, and the formation of public-private partnerships? 
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Sub-theme 4: Innovation through Agricultural food system entrepreneurship 

 

Many developing countries, suffer from inadequate access to food and lack of employment. 

Ending hunger and reaching nutritional security is an essential part of sustainable development. 

According to many studies, reaching nutritional security is a goal that can be achieved. To do so, 

researchers, investors and policy makers should prioritize their actions. One priority that always 

comes out is helping rural communities to build a prosperous future by empowering 

entrepreneurs. In fact, rural development is more than ever before linked to entrepreneurship 

and there are several reasons for the increasing interest in entrepreneurship especially in rural 

regions and communities. Institutions and individuals promoting rural development now see 

entrepreneurship as a strategic development intervention that could accelerate the rural 

development process but several questions are to be answered:  

 

1. Why an environment enabling entrepreneurship in rural areas is needed? And why 
promoting entrepreneurship is a force of economic change in rural communities? 

2. How strategically developed agreements, with governments or nonprofit organizations, 
universities and the private sector, can benefit the entrepreneurship in rural areas?  

3. Development agencies see rural entrepreneurship as an enormous employment 
potential, but the question is how to promote rural enterprises? How to encourage 
investors? How to encourage rural people to trust the system? So what policies are 
necessary in order to create an environment beneficial to entrepreneurship in rural 
areas? 

4. What is the role of women in developing the entrepreneurship in rural communities?  
5. How does the adoption of climate-smart agriculture and strategies connecting small-scale 

producers to markets help in developing the sustainable and environmentally friendly 
agriculture?  

6. What are the constraints facing entrepreneurs in rural areas and the initiatives that can 
assist their development? 
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Conference program 
 

Wednesday 24 June 

8:00-19:30 Registration 

 
17:30-19:00 Opening Ceremony 

 Special Guest : Dr. Franklin Chang Diaz (Invited - To be confirmed) 

 Lebanese traditional dancing show 
20:00  Buffet and evening program 

    

 

Thursday 25 June 

8:00-18:00 Registration 

 
8:00-10:00 Plenary Session 1, Sub- Theme A:  

The role of education and research: From food security to nutritional security 
3 Keynote speakers 

1. Dr. Rickey Yada, President-Elect of the International Union of Food 
Science and Technology (IUFOST), Canada 

2. Dr. Zhou Guanghong, President of the Nanjing Agricultural 
University, China 

3. Dr. Elyas Bou Saab, Lebanese Minister of Education  
 

10:00-10:30 Coffee break  

 
10:30- 12:30 Plenary Session 2, Sub-theme B:   

The Role of nutrition in transforming health care from a disease to a health based 
system 
3 Keynote speakers 

1. Dr. K. Srinath Reddy, President of the Public Health Foundation of 
India (PHFI), India 

2. Dr. Michel Frem, General Director of the Lebanese Agricultural 
Institute for Research (LARI), Lebanon 

3. Dr. Noemi Elisabeth Zaritzky, Director of the National Council of 
Scientific and Technical Research CONICET and University of La 
Plata, Argentina (TBC) 

12:30-14:00 Free Time 

 
14:00-16:00 Parallel sessions: presentation of contributed papers Sub- themes A & B 

 
16:00-16:30  Coffee break 

 
16:30-20:30 Free Time 

 
20:30  Gala Dinner and evening program 
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Friday 26 June 

8:00-17:30 Registration 

 
8:00-10:00 Plenary Session 3, Sub-Theme C:  

Sustainable Agriculture : Feeding 9 billion with a smaller environmental footprint 
3 Keynote speakers 

1. Dr. Elgasim A. Elgasim, Secretary Assistant -General Secretariat of 
the Society of Arab Colleges of Agriculture, Sudan. 

2. Wissam Halabi, Regional Manager for MENA, Middle East and 
North Africa. ELANCO-Food and Enriching Life. 
 

 
10:00-10:30 Coffee break  

 
10:30- 12:30 Plenary Session 4, Sub- Theme D:  

Innovation through Agricultural food system entrepreneurship 
3 Keynote speakers 

1. Dr. H. Christopher Peterson, Homer Nowlin Chair of Consumer-
responsive Agriculture and Professor of Agricultural Food and 
Resource Economics at Michigan State University (MBA Harvard; 
PhD Cornell), USA. 

2. Carole Sorreau, UNION INVIVO, Corporate Head of Partnerships 
and Public Funding. France. 

 
12:30-14:00 Free Time 

 
14:00-16:00 Parallel sessions: presentation of contributed papers Sub- themes C & D 

 
16:00-16:30  Coffee break 

 
16:30-17:30 Closing Session and recommendations 

 
17:30-20:30 Free Time 

 
20:30  Gala Dinner and evening program 
  
  

 
 
Saturday 27 June (optional) 

Departure time from USEK Main gate: 8:30 AM 
Arrival time back to USEK: 6:00 PM 
Tour details: The visit starts with the famous Jeita grottos and their fabulous sceneries, then continues to Mount 
Harissa with a panoramic view of Jounieh bay and ends in the beautiful Phoenician city of Byblos for Lunch and 
touristic visit of the Roman Medieval port and citadel. 
Languages: English and French  
Comments: Lebanese traditional gastronomic lunch included in Byblos, one of the oldest continuously inhabited 
cities of the world!  
Smart price: $80 (including entrances and guides to all visited sites, bus fees and lunch) 
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More information is available on GCHERA 2015’s website. 
 

Useful Information 

 

USEK Registration Desk 

The registration Desk is located at the entrance of USEK Jean Paul II Amphitheater. 

This desk is open from June 24 to June 26 between 8:00 AM and 07:00 PM. 

 

USEK Information and Help Desks 

Three Information/Help Desks are located between the main gate of USEK University and Jean 

Paul II Amphitheater. If needed volunteer students available in all the campus will directly lead 

you to the nearest Information/Help Desk.  

 

Accommodation 

In progress 

 

Maps 

Maps are available at the Information and Help Desks and at the end of this brochure. For any 

information kindly contact the information and help Desk. 

 

Official Language and Audio Translation  

The 8th WORLD CONFERENCE OF GCHERA official language is English. 

Audio translations from English to French and Arabic are available for all the plenary sessions. 

 

Fr: Traduction audio de l'anglais au français est disponible pour toutes les séances plénières 

Ar:  لجميع الجلسات العامةالترجمة الصوتية من اإلنجليزية إلى العربية متاح  
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Headsets will be distributed upon arrival at the main entrance of Jean Paul II amphitheater. 

Kindly give back the equipment at the end of each plenary session. 

 

Volunteer Staff 

Volunteer students are available in all the campus to answer any of your questions. They are 

easily recognizable by their official uniform and the USEK logo on their ties. 

 

Badges 

Kindly wear your badge all day. It will give you access to the different conferences venues 

 

For your Info 

 Weather in Lebanon 

The weather in Lebanon at the end of June is generally sunny and temperatures are between 

22°C and 28°C. The pluviometry is generally very low during June (less than 1mm). 

 Time Zone 

Lebanon is located in the GMT +2 time zone. 

 Bank 

Please note that there is an ATM at the main entrance of the campus. 

The currency exchange from US dollars to Lebanese pounds is equal to 1500 LL (approximately) 

Note that you can pay either in LL or USD everywhere in Lebanon. 

 Receptacle 

Voltage in Lebanon is 220V, 50Hz 

 Smokers 

Please note that all the campus buildings are non-smoking places. You may go outside to smoke. 

 Internet 

Free Wifi is available in all the campus. 
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For any support please refer to the Information/Help Desks  

 

 WC 

WC are easily recognizable in all the campus by international signaletics. 

 Catering 

Lunches will be served at the USEK campus restaurant (Zouki) during scheduled times (Cf. 

Program). 

 Telephone box 

There is many telephone boxes available at the campus (kindly refer to the Information/Help 

Desks or volunteers for more info). 

 Airports Shuttle and Taxi 

In Progress 

 Important Numbers 

USEK main number 00961 9 600 000 

Ambulance (Red Cross): 140 

Fire (Civil Security): 175 

Police: 112 or 999 
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The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik 
 

 

 

Presentation 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK) is a private Catholic higher education institution 

founded by the Lebanese Maronite Order (LMO). It is, thus, the first university which was 

established upon a Lebanese initiative and by Lebanese citizens (in this case by the LMO monks). 

From that moment, these monks, who had been entrusted with a teaching mission for more than 

three centuries, have undertaken the management of USEK. Their remit was to provide university 

teaching, in conformity with the requirements of the labor market and in close association with 

scientific research.  

 

Being a national institution, USEK has brought its teachings and curricula into line with the official 

requirements of the Lebanese state, which acknowledges the diplomas it delivers. Furthermore, 

USEK remains careful in achieving synthesis of tradition and modernism in the educational 

options it offers, while remaining true to a Christian humanism, which is imprinted on the overall 

education it provides.  
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Located in a Middle Eastern milieu, in addition to its educational mission, USEK is committed to 

the preservation and promotion of the Maronite cultural heritage and the creation of a 

community spirit, in which the spiritual, civic and ethical values of respecting the other and their 

beliefs prevail.  

 

Due to the pressure to democratize higher education, the university is deploying necessary 

efforts to fight exclusion and abide by a non-elitist policy, albeit without making any concessions 

with regard to the quality of education. The establishment of decentralized regional centers (in 

Zahle, Chekka and Rmeich) thus springs out of the wish to implement the right to higher 

education.  

 

USEK has adapted well in light of soaring socioeconomic development and has created new 

vocational specializations, in order to diversify its education and meet the needs of the labor 

market. Its objectives also include the installation of welcoming and service-oriented 

infrastructures which rely on new information and communication technologies. USEK is 

concerned with the modernization of administrative procedures and academic systems, and also 

with providing continuous training.  

 

USEK is located in the heart of Mount Lebanon; it is multilingual by tradition, and mainly a French-

speaking institution. Thanks to an extremely dense network of national and international 

relations, it plays a key role in training highly-qualified researchers and professionals.  

 

Nowadays, USEK welcomes more than 7,500 students across its eleven faculties and four 

institutes; i.e. fifteen academic units which offer a broad array of high-level diversified education. 

 

Mission 

Since its foundation, USEK seeks, in accordance with article 92 of the Constitutions of the LMO 

and the teaching of the Catholic Church on universities, to contribute to the welfare of the human 

being, all human beings, throughout education, research and publication in all fields of 

knowledge. By providing a human and scientific high quality education to its students, USEK 

intends to prepare future leaders for innovation and progress, in Lebanon and the Middle East, 
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faithful to the human and spiritual values as well as to the respect of cultural and religious 

pluralism.  

 

In order to achieve its mission, USEK cultivates multilingualism in education, research and 

publication. While paying special attention since its foundation to the francophone spirit, it has 

developed as well solid ties with the Anglophone world and maintains a central place for Arabic 

as the official language of communication and culture. Throughout this linguistic openness that 

serves as a cultural bridge in all fields, USEK is conscious about being in the service of its Lebanese 

and regional milieu. 
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Main Campus Plan 
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Jounieh 
 

Jounieh is a coastal city about 15 km north of Beirut composed of 5 main regions: Kaslik, Sarba, 

Ghadir, HaratSakhr and Sahel Alma.  Jounieh is known for its seaside resorts, bustling nightlife, 

casino (Casino de Liban) as well as its old stone souk, ferry port, and gondola lift (le téléphérique), 

which takes passengers up the mountain to the shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in Harissa. Above 

Jounieh, and on the way to Harissa, a small hill named Bkerki, overlooking the Jounieh bay, is the 

seat of the Patriarch of the Maronite Catholic Church.  

http://www.jounieh.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beirut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Souk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gondola_lift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/T%C3%A9l%C3%A9ph%C3%A9rique_(Jounieh)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harissa,_Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harissa,_Lebanon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maronite_Christianity_in_Lebanon
http://www.jounieh.org/
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International Organizing Committee 
 

Dr. John Kennelly,  

President of GCHERA, 

Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences,  

University of Alberta, Canada  

International Committee Chair 

 

Dr. Ian Maw, 

Vice president of GCHERA,  

Association of Public and Land Grant, USA 

 

Dr. Simon Heath, 

Secretary General of GCHERA  

Secretary General of the Association for European Life Science Universities and ICA 

 

Dr. Philippe Choquet, 

General Director of “Institut Polytechnique LaSalle Beauvais », France 

 

Dr. Lara Hanna Wakim, 

Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences,  

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 
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International program committee  
 

Dr. John Kennelly 

President of GCHERA, Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences, University of Alberta, 
Canada 

Dr. Ian Maw 

Vice president of GCHERA,  

Association of Public and Land Grant, USA 

Dr. Philippe Choquet 

General Director of “Institut Polytechnique LaSalle Beauvais”, France 

Dr. Simon Heath 

Secretary General of the Association for European Life Science Universities  

Dr. Lara Hanna Wakim 

Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences,  

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

Dr. Domingo Angeles 

Dean of the College of Agriculture,  

University of the Phillipines, Los Baños 

Dr. Jose Zaglul 

President of EARTH University, Costa Rica  

Dr. Ronnie Coffman 

Director of International Programs, Cornell University, USA 

Dr. Seif Eldin Mudawi Gasim 

Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture, University of Khartoum, Sudan. Head of the Association of Arab Faculties of 
Agriculture of the Association of Arab Universities  

Dr. Paul Nampala 

Executive Director of the Uganda National Academy of Science UNAS 
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Local Organizing Committee 
 

Dr. Lara Hanna Wakim 

Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

Local Committee Chair  

 

Dr. Naim Ouaini 

Director of the Office of Public Administration Relations  

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Nabil Nemer 

 Academic Secretary at the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences,  

Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon  

 

Dr. Nahla Hwalla 

Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences,  

American University of Beirut, Lebanon 

 

Dr. Samir Medawar 

Dean of the Faculty of Agriculture,  

Lebanese University, Lebanon 

 

Dr. Michel Frem 

General Director of the Lebanese Agricultural Institute for Research (LARI), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Maya Kharrat 

Director of ESIAM, Saint Joseph University, Lebanon 

 

Dr. Marc Beyrouthy 

Chairperson of the Agricultural Sciences Department, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 
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Dr. Georges Tohme 

President of the National Council for Scientific Research (CNRS), Lebanon 

 

Dr.  Bassam Frenn 

Director General of the Industrial Research Institute (IRI), Lebanon 

 

Eng. Lena Dargham 

Director General at the Lebanese Standards Institution- LIBNOR, Lebanon 

  

Dr. Desiree El Azzi  

Secretary General of GCHERA 2015, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Yonna Sacre 

Coordinator of the Department of Human Nutrition and Dietetic, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Youssef El Rayess 

Coordinator of Masters in the Food Sciences Department, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Alain Abi Rizk 

Coordinator of GCHERA 2015, Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Reine Barbar 

Head of the Department of Basic Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine and Medical Sciences 

The Holy Spirit University of Kaslik (USEK), Lebanon 

 

Dr. Joane Matta 

Fellow Researcher 

French Institute of Health and Medical Research (INSERM), France 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Institute_of_Health_and_Medical_Research


19 | 2 0  
 

GCHERA 2015 Promoters 

Local 

 Lebanese University 

 Saint Joseph University (Lebanon) 

 American University of Beirut (Lebanon) 

 Agricultural Research Institute of Lebanon (LARI) 

 Lebanese Ministry of Agriculture 

 Lebanese Ministry of Environment 

 Lebanese Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

 Lebanese Ministry of Industry  

 Lebanese Ministry of Information 

 Lebanese Ministry of Culture 

 Lebanese Economy and Trade Ministry 

 Lebanese Ministry of Public Health 

 Lebanese Ministry of Tourism 

 Lebanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs  

 National Council for Scientific Research (NCSR) 

 Industrial Research Institute of Lebanon (IRI) 

 Lebanese Standards Institution- LIBNOR 

 Association of Lebanese Industrialists  

 Syndicate of Owners of Restaurants in Lebanon 

 Lebanese municipalities 

International 

 IUFOST  (International Union of Food Science and Technology) 

 Society of Arab Universities 

 APLU (Association of Public and Land Grant Universities) – North America 

 ICA (Association for European Life Science Universities) – Europe  

 AGRINATURA (the European Alliance on Agricultural Knowledge for Development) 

 AGREENIUM (public scientific cooperation), France 

 AUF (Agence Universitaire Francophone)  
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GCHERA 2015 Secretary 
Secretary General 

Dr. Desiree El Azzi +961 9 600 886 

Assistant Professor, Assistant of the Dean for International Affairs. 

Email: desireeelazzi@usek.edu.lb 

 

Coordinator 

Dr. Alain Abi Rizk +961 9 600 876 

Assistant Professor 

Email: alainabirizk@usek.edu.lb 

 

Postal Address  
Holy Spirit University of Kaslik  
Faculty of Agricultural and Food Sciences  
P.O. Box 446 Jounieh, Lebanon  
Building E  
 
Opening Hours  
Monday to Friday: 8:30-12:30 and 13:00-17:30 (working days only)  
 
Secretariat  
Administrative Secretary  
KrystelKamel +961 9 600 872  
Administrative Assistant to the Dean  
Samar El Hajj +961 9 600 033  
 
Fax : +961 9 600 871  
Email: fsa@usek.edu.lb 
Reception: Building E - Room E 106 - 1st Floor 
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